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of the true faith was almost extinguished by perse-
cution and all Israel turned from Jehovah to foreign
idols and even the chief prophet of the faith thought
himself alone and hid his head. God called to him to
go forth and strive with the priests of Baal. "Always,"
He said, "in the nation I have chosen there are some
who confess me and now too in this nation there are
seven thousand who have not bowed the knee to Baal."
So always in this Bengal which God had chosen there
would always be several thousands who would be true
to the faith and never bow the knee to false gods. If
the voices that proclaimed it were silenced, if the
organisers were taken away, others would rise in their
place, if those were taken, still others would come, if
few,  yet faithful. Some  would  always  be left  who
would not be afraid to utter the name of their Mother.
Some would still preserve the faith and preach the Gos-
pel; theirs was the blood of Raktabij*   (Laughter and
cheers)   For their action  sprang from no passing or
material    interest    but    from   something   that   was
imperishable and perennial. It was something which
the fire could not burn and the sword could not kill,
the winds of repression could not wither and all the
waters could not drown. For all that there was a
great  importance  in  the nation's response  on  the
seventh of August. On their action now it depended
whether salvation came swiftly or were put off and
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